
 

 

WHY YOU SHOULD CONSIDER AN ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT 

 
Accessory dwelling units help to increase Egremont’s supply of afforda-
ble rental housing and enhance social stability with little or no negative 
impact on the physical character of the neighborhood. They effectively 
improve the affordability of housing for both homeowners and renters at 
all stages in their lives; thereby enabling them to remain in the commu-
nity at an affordable cost. They provide affordable housing for public sec-
tor employees, seasonal and service workers (teachers, clerks and 
nurses), seniors and young families. Also, homeowners can benefit from 
stable supplemental income from the rental of an ADU. In addition, they 
reduce the pressure on farmland and open space sprawling develop-
ments. 
 
Creating an ADU means you don’t have to acquire land and its compact 
size requires less building materials. In some cases, costs are minimized 
by off-site manufacturing of ADU. Their size makes them inherently en-
ergy efficient as well. 
 
ADU IN EGREMONT:  A HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE 

 
At the 2020 Egremont annual town meeting, voters adopted changes to 
Zoning Bylaw to allow for Accessory Dwelling Units. The Zoning Bylaw 
defines an ADU as “a detached dwelling unit on the same lot as a pri-
mary dwelling or principal building, and contains at least one bathroom 
and facilities for cooking”.  
 An ADU is limited to 800 square feet by right, and cannot exceed 1,200 
square feet by special permit. A newly-constructed ADU cannot be built 
on a lot smaller than the minimum lot size in Egremont, which is one 
acre with 150’ of road frontage, as well as the other required setbacks 
and height limitations. 
 
An Accessory Dwelling Unit can be any of the following: 

• A converted 2 or 3 car garage  

• A converted second floor of a 2-car garage or barn loft 



 

 

• A converted outbuilding up to 800 square feet 

• Artist’s studio or smaller accessory structure 

• Newly constructed 800 square foot building, compliant with inten-
sity regulations. 

 
IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 

• Although the ability to add, renovate or build an ADU from the 
ground up is now allowable under our Zoning Bylaw, a building 
permit is required, and Board of Health, Planning Board, and Con-
servation Commission regulations must be met. 

• To be able to add a bedroom to your existing septic system, the 
system must be capable of handling the additional flow. Septic sys-
tems are designed to accommodate a certain number of bed-
rooms, not bathrooms. 

• To add additional water supply to a new bathroom or kitchen sink 
for an ADU, you will need to evaluate the capacity and gallons per 
minute of your well and pump, unless you are drilling a separate 
well for your ADU. 

 
Members of the Egremont Housing Committee can help you plan an 
ADU and provide advise on how to implement it. 
 
Additional information may be found in the Zoning Bylaw located on the  
Egremont-MA.gov website. 
 

 


